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POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN WESTERN EUROPE 
ANNCR: 

THE CUSTOMARY SUMMER HIATUS IN WEST EUROPEAN POLITICAL 
ACTIVITY ENDED MUCH EARLIFR THAN USUAL THIS YEAR. VOA NEWS 
ANALYST JOHN ALBERT, JUST BACK FROM THF CONTINENT, SURVEYS THE 
POLITICAL SCENE: 

VOICE: 

WHEN BRITISH PRIME MINISTER JAMES CALLAGHAN ANNOUNCED, NOT 
LONG AGO, THAT HE'D BE ADDRESSING THE NATION, MOST PEOPLE ASSUMED 
HE PLANNED TO CALL ELECTIONS. THE OPPOSITION CONSERVATIVF PARTY 
WAS SO SURE OF THAT POSSIBILITY THAT IT LAUNCHED A BIG ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN IN PREPARATION FOR THF POLITICAL BATTLE. BUT MISTER 
CALLAGHAN SURPRISED EVERYONE BY SAYING HF WOULD CARRY ON IN OFFICE 
FOR AT LEAST SEVERAL MONTHS, DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE LABOUR 
PARTY HAS LOST ITS WORKING MAJORITY COALITION WITH THF LIBERALS 
IN PARLIAMENT AND CAN ONLY HOPF TO GOVERN WITH THE HELP OF THE 
ULSTER UNIONISTS AND THE SCOTTISH AND WELSH NATIONALISTS. 
CONTRARY TO THE VIFWS OF MANY EXPERTS, THE PRIME MINISTER 
BELIEVES THAT THE BRITISH ECONOMIC SITUATION WILL IMPROVE IN THE 
COMING MONTHS, AND WITH THAT PROSPECT, HF EXPECTS LABOUR'S 
ELECTORAL CHANCES TO GET BETTER. RIGHT NOW THE LABOUR PARTY IS 
SLIGHTLY BEHIND THF CONSERVATIVES IN THE OPINION POLLS. 

IN WEST GERMANY, THE GOVERNMENT COALITION OF THF SOCIALISTS 
AND FREE DEMOCRATS SOON FACES A MAJOR TEST. IN OCTOBER STATE 
ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD IN HESSE AND BAVARIA WHICH COULD DECIDE 
THE FUTURE OF THE FREE DEMOCRATIC PARTY. LAST JUNE, IN HAMBURG 
AND LOWER SAXONY THE FREE DEMOCRATS GOT LESS THAN THE FIVE PERCENT 


VOTE REQUIRED FOR A PARTY TO BE REPRESFNTED IN THE LEGISLATURE. 
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A SIMILAR POOR SHOWING IN UPCOMING ELECTIONS COULD ENDANGER THF 
FUTURE OF THE GOVERNMENT COALITION WHICH DEPENDS ON THE TEN VOTES 
OF THE FREE DEMOCRATS IN THE BUNDESTAG. CURIOUSLY, THE DANGER 

TO THE FREE DEMOCRATS DOES NOT COME FROM THF CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
OPPOSITION, BUT FROM A NFW GROUP OF ENVIRONMENTALISTS, THE 
SO-CALLED "GREEN" MOVEMENT WHICH HAS SHOWN SURPRISING STRENGTH. 

IN OTHER WEST EUROPEAN COUNTRIFS ECONOMIC ISSUES DOMINATE THE 
POLITICAL SCENE. IN SWEDEN, PREMIFR FAELLDIN'S GOVERNMENT IS UNDER 
ATTACK FOR THE HIGH COST OF LIVING AND AN EXORBITANT 21.6 PERCENT 
VALUE-ADDED TAX, THE HIGHEST IN FUROPF, ALSO, FAELLDIN'S 
OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR POWER-REACTORS COULD BREAK UP THE THREE- 
PARTY GOVERNMENT COALITION, 

FRENCH VOTERS, RETURNING FROM THF TRADITIONAL AUGUST 
VACATION, FACED INCREASING INFLATION. AT THE SAME TIME, 
UNEMPLOYMENT IS ALSO ON THE INCREASE AND PUBLIC OPINION POLLS 
REPORT PESSIMISM, 

IN NORWAY -~ THANKS TO OIL INCOME -- TAXPAYERS ARE IN THE 
FORTUNATE POSITION OF RECEIVING REFUNDS AMOUNTING TO ABOUT SIX 
HUNDRED DOLLARS PER PERSON ON THE AVERAGE, 

BOTH DENMARK AND PORTUGAL HAVF NEW GOVERNMFNTS, FORMED AFTER 
EXTREMELY DIFFICULT NEGOTIATIONS. THE DEVELOPMENT IN DENMARK 
IS UNUSUAL. SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PREMIER ANKER JOERGENSEN MANAGED 
TO FORM A COALITION WITH THE LIBERAL PARTY UNDER THE LEADERSHIP 
OF HENNING CHRISTOPHFRSEN, CONSIDERING THE FACT THAT THE 
SOCIALISTS RECRUIT THFIR VOTERS MAINLY IN URBAN AREAS, WHILE THE 
LIBERALS ARE A FARMER PARTY, THIS WORKING MAJORITY WAS ENTIRELY 
UNEXPECTED, THE FORMING OF THF COALITION IS ATTRIBUTED TO THE 


NECESSITY TO FACE UP TO SERIOUS ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. 
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PORTUGAL HAD NO GOVFRNMENT SINCE JULY WHEN SOCIALIST 
PREMIER MARIO SOARES WAS DISMISSFD BY PRESIDENT ANTONIO FANES. 
AS HIS SUCCESSOR THE PRESIDENT SELECTED WHAT HE CALLFD A 
NONPARTISAN "PRESIDENTIAL" GOVERNMENT UNDER THE POLITICALLY 
NONALIGNED TECHNOCRAT ALFREDO NOBRF DA COSTA, THE NEW PREMIER, 
WHO TOOK SEVERAL WEEKS TO FORM HIS GOVERNMENT, WAS IMMEDIATELY 
ACCUSED BY THE RIGHT OF HAVING APPOINTED MINISTERS WITH LEFTIST 
LEANINGS, WHILE THE LEFT CONDEMNED HIM FOR ALLEGED FASCIST 
TENDENCIES. AND BOTH THE SOCIALISTS AND THE CONSERVATIVE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC CENTER PARTY DISPUTE THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT. 
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